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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The image on the printout presents genital disease and deformation as a shocking spectacle that 
is likely to cause many viewers to feel revulsion and disgust. No genuine attempt to educate 
viewers is evident and the lack of an informative context is problematic. The image is capable of 
disturbing children and young teenagers. It is likely to have a harmful effect on the development 
of sexual attitudes and behaviour, and on young viewers’ ability to receive positive messages 
about sexual health. If the image in question were to be presented within an informative context, 
for instance as part of an educational or medical text, it is likely that it would be unrestricted. 
Without that context, a restriction that precludes availability to persons under 16 years is 
required. 

The classification of this publication interferes with the right to freedom of expression as set out 
in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. However, given the likelihood of injury to the public 
good if the publication is available to young viewers, the decision is reasonable, demonstrably 
justified and the minimum required to prevent injury. 






